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Course Description and objectives 

 
In this course, the focus will be on the functioning of the EU’s institutions and the methods of 

decision-making as well as on various important aspects of its external relations and current 

issues. Since its start in the fifties, the EU has evolved into an ever more important multilevel 

system of integration – important, both in terms of its capacity of decision- making and its 

scope of policies. During the course the students will be provided with an understanding of 

the (institutional) structure of the EU and its functioning, in particular with regard to the role 

of the EU-institutions, their interplay and the balance between the EU-institutions and the 

member states, as well as of the most important venues of foreign policy and externalrelations.  

The course will cover the most important issues regarding the dynamics of EU integration and 

external relations. 

 

The course consists of 72 academic hours, 3 modules and 12 sessions: lectures and seminars. 

Students will be required to study weekly readings, to write and present one research papers, 

and to do an end-term assignment. 

 

Assessment method 

 
Seminars (20%), research paper (40%) End-term exam (40%) 

 
Attendance: 

 
If you miss more than one session and / or deadlines without genuine extenuating 

circumstances, your work will not be marked. 

 

End-term Research Papers: 

 
Students are required to write an individual research papers, max. 3,000 words each 

(everything included). Word count is obligatory. Deadlines for research paper as well as other 



requirements (presentations) will be announced in class. 

 

 

 
Programme 

 

 
 

Module 1. Introduction into the EU. How the EU works? 

 
In this module, the focus will be on providing the students with the historical overview of the 

ideas of the Unity and various important aspects of the formation of the EU as well as on 

evolution of the EU’s Treaties. The module will shade light on the functioning of the EU’s 

institutions and the methods of decision-making. During the module the students will be 

provided with an understanding of the (institutional) structure of the EU and its functioning, 

in particular with regard to the role of the EU-institutions, their interplay and the balance 

between the EU-institutions and the member states. The module will also cover the most 

important theories regarding the dynamics of EU integration and external relations. 

 

 
 History of the EU (European Integration from 1945 to 1984, Cold war and Marshal 

Plan, Treaty of Paris, Treaty of Rome, Merger Treaty, Single European Act, Treaty of 

Maastricht, Treaty of Amsterdam, Treaty of Nice, Treaty of Lisbon) 

 Institutions of the EU (briefly who does what). Decision making in the EU 

 Integration theories (Federalism and Federation, Neo-functionalism, 

Intergovernmentalism, New Theories of European Integration) 

 

 

Module 2. The EU’s Foreign Policy. 

 

The module will focus on various important aspects of its external relations. Since its start in 

the fifties, the EU has evolved into an ever more important multilevel system of integration – 

important, both in terms of its capacity of decision- making and its scope of policies. The 

module will provide with an understanding of the most important venues of foreign policy 

and external relations. 

 

 Institutions for EU external relations (Common Foreign and Security Policy, European 

External Action Service, Implications of Lisbon Treaty) 

 Enlargement and Neighbourhood policy (ENP, EaP/UfM, ENP review), 

 EU-Russia relations 

 EU-USA relations 

 EU policy in the South Caucasus 

 EU-Armenia relations. 



 

 

Module 3. Current Issues of the EU 

 

In this module, the focus will be on providing the students with the overview of the current 

issues of the European Union ranging from migration to disintegration tendencies within the 

Union. 

 
 

 Migration issue 

 Financial economic issues 

 Democratic deficit issue 

 Brexit – What is next? 

 

 

Deadlines: Proposal end-term research paper (containing: title; table of contents; brief 

outline major argument / question / hypothesis; bibliography). 

 

Exam: T.B.A. 

 

 
 

Required reading: 

 
1. Neill Nugent, The government and politics of the European Union, London, Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2010 (7th edition). 

2. Karen E. Smith, European Union Foreign Policy in a Changing World. London, 

Polity Press, 2008 (Fully revised and updated edition) 

3. Foreign Policy and International Affairs of the European Union: Com- prehending the 

Role of the EU in the World / L. O. Igumnova, O. G. Le- karenko, Iu. G. Agafonov 

and others; ed. by L. O. Igumnova. – Irkutsk: Publishing House “Ottisk”, 2018. 

4. The European Union and Russia: Perception and Interest in the Shaping of Relations / 
A. Gerrits (ed.), M. Bader, M. de Haas and J. de Jong – The Hague, Netherlands 

Institute of International Relations Clingendael. Clingendael European Papers No. 4 

5. Federiga Bindi, The Foreign Policy of the European Union Assessing Europe’s Role 

in the World. Brookings institution press, Washington, D.C. 2010 

6. Jonathan Olsen and John McCormick, The European Union Politics and Policies, 

Sixth Edition, 2016, 380 pages 

7. Jean-Victor Louis, The European Union: from External Relations to Foreign Policy? 

EU Diplomacy Papers 2/2007 
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13/11/2011, IP/11/30, http://europa.eu/ rapid/press-release_IP-11-30_en.htm. 

4. “Energy production and imports”. Eurostat, Statistics explained. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics–explained/index.php/Energy_ 

production_and_imports 

5. “EU and Armenia launch negotiations for a new agreement”. Press release, Brussels, 

07/12/2015, http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151207_ 04_en.htm 

6. “EU to unlock €2 billion worth of investment for small businesses in Georgia, 

Moldova and Ukraine”. Press release, Brussels, 21/05/2015, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press–release_IP–15–5012_en.htm 

7.  “Nabucco Redux?”, http://www.naturalgaseurope.com/southern–gas–corridor–iran– 

nabucco 

8. “South Stream bilateral deals breach EU law, Commission says”, 04.12.2013, 

http://www.euractive.com/energy/commission–south–streem–agreement–news– 

532120 

9. “Tsipras: ‘Turkish Stream’ will have another name on Greek territory”, 

http://www.euractiv. com/sections/global–europe/tsipras–turkish–stream–will–have– 

another–name–greek–territory–313636 

10. “Two tier Eastern Partnership on the table at Riga summit”, 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/europes–east/two–tier–eastern–partnership –table– 

riga–summit–314726 

11. “US urges Athens to focus on TAP, not Turkish Stream”, 

http://www.infobalkans.com/2015/05/08/ us–urges–athens–focus–tap–not–turkish– 

stream, 14.05.2015 

12. “Virtual Pipelines”, http://www.naturalgaseurope.com/trans–adriatic–pipeline–and– 

turkish–stream–repeating–history –24524 

13. “Вопрос парафирования Соглашения об ассоциации с ЕС остается в повестке 

Армении”, интервью с главой Аппарата президента РА. http://panorama.am/ru/ 

current_topics/2013/09/04/vigen–sargsyan–2/ 
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14. “США прямо заявили, что не хотят участия Греции в «Турецком потоке”, 

www.regnum.ru/ news/1923051.html 

15. A Secure Europe in a better world. European Security Strategy. Brussels, 12 

December 2003. 

16. Alieva, Leila. “EU and South Caucasus”, CAP, Bertelsmann Group for Policy 

Research, December 2006. 

17. Amnesty International, Azerbaijan Human Rights, http://www.amnestyusa.org/our- 

work/countries/europe/azerbaijan 

18. An External Policy to Serve Europe’s Energy Interests. Paper from 

Commission/SG/HR for the European Council. http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/ 

energy_transport/international/doc/ paper_solana_sg_energy_ en.pdf 

19. Balfour, Rosa. “Debating the Eastern Partnership: Perspectives from The European 

Union”, IPG, 3/2011. 

20. Barnes, J. Alice and Briggs S. Nicholas. “The Caspian Oil Reserves. The political,  

economic and environmental implications of “Black Gold” in the world market”, 

EDGE, Winter 2003, http://www.stanford. edu/class/e297a/ 

Caspian%20Oil%20Reserves.pdf 

21. Ben Rosamond (2007) New Theories of European Integration. In: Cini Michelle (ed) 

European Union Politics (2nd ed). Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 117-136 

22. Boonstra, J. and Shapovalova, N. (2010) The EU's Eastern Partnership: One year 

backwards, FRIDE Working Paper, No. 99, May 

2010:http://www.fride.org/download/WP99_EP_ENG_may10.pdf 

23. Carsten Stroby-Jensen (2007) Neo-functionalism. In: Cini Michelle (ed) European 

Union Politics (2nd ed). Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 85-98. 

24. Cohen, Ariel. “Ethnic Conflicts Threaten U.S. Interests in the Caucasus”, The 

Heritage Foundation, Backgrounder, N1222, September 25, 1998. 

25. Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on 

strengthening the European Neighbourhood Policy, COM (2006) 726 Final, 4 

December 2006. 

26. Coppieters, Bruno. “An EU Special Representative to a New Periphery” in Lynch, 

Dov (ed) The South Caucasus: A Challenge for the EU, Chaillot Paper no. 65, EU 

Institute for Security Studies, December 2003. 

27. Cornell, E. Svante and Starr, S. Frederick. The Caucasus: A challenge for Europe. 

Central Asia–Caucasus Institute, Silk Road Program, June 2006. 
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